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salvation; but the way which he recom- 
mended was that of personal experience 
rather than that of submission to ecclesias- 
tical authority. Troeltsch contends that 
the heart of Protestantism is to be found in 
this " new way " of achieving religious power. 
It is this " way " which may be followed even 
if we abandon Luther's conception of the 
goal. If we proclaim the gospel of the 
reality of God's strengthening presence to 
reinforce and enlighten the soul that looks 
to him in faith, we may define God in 
accordance with modern philosophy and 
may locate service to him in the social order 
rather than in the authoritative church; 



but we shall still be in vital relation to the 
spiritual movement which began with 
Luther, and which is not to end until the 
spirit of Christianity shall be freely adopted 
by the activities of this world. When that 
time comes, there will be no more need for 
an authoritative church; but there will be 
as widespread a demand for churches to 
proclaim the gospel of religious power as 
there now is for schools to propagate secular 
learning and to teach the technique of in- 
dustry. The foremost duty confronting 
Protestantism today is to understand the 
situation confronting us so as to concen- 
trate attention on the actual task before us. 



BOOK NOTICES 



The Historic Jesus— A Study of the Synoptic 
Gospels. By Charles Stanley Lester. New 
York: Putnam, 191 2. Pp. xi+426. $2.50. 

The author is interested primarily in the 
practical and doctrinal phases of this subject 
rather than in the critical and historical. By 
this we do not mean that he is unhistorical, but 
only that he approaches his study from the 
standpoint of Jesus' significance for religion. 
He wishes to present a picture of Jesus accept- 
able to one who holds a modern, scientific view 
of the world and of history. 

The book falls into two main sections. 
Among introductory matters, the sources, the 
chronology, Jewish belief in the Messiah, 
legends of birth, the descent of Jesus, and the 
leaven of the Pharisees are subjects of discussion. 
Next, on the basis of the Synoptic Gospels, the 
following subjects are treated: Jesus in Caper- 
naum, the period of wandering, Jesus on the 
way to Jerusalem, and the Passion. Finally 
the results and prospects are summed up, and 
references are given to literature on the subject. 

In his use of the sources the author has not 
done independent or original work. He seems 
to have followed the views of Wellhausen with- 
out subjecting them to any rigid criticism. For 
example, he dates the Logia source in 75 A.D., 
the Gospel of Mark in 67, Luke in 100, and 
Matthew in 120. These, to be sure, are not the 
specific dates of Wellhausen, but the order of 
arrangement is his. Moreover, in tracing out 
the story of Jesus' career, the sections in Well- 
hausen's commentaries seem to have supplied 
the author his outline. 

These, however, are not the most important 



matters in the book. The significance of the 
volume lies in its point of approach and the 
worth which it attaches to Jesus in the light of 
modern criticism. In a word, the author feels 
that the religion of Jesus, rather than the 
religion about Jesus, is the matter of prime 
importance. Accordingly he would define the 
Christian religion, not as a creed, a ritual, or a 
dogmatic system, but as a life which reproduces 
the ideals of Jesus' life and embodies the 
spiritual depth of Jesus' religious experience. 



Jesus the Christ, Historical or Mythical? 
By T. J. Thorburn. New York: Scribner, 
1012. Pp. xix+311. $2.50. 

This book is a criticism of and a protest 
against recent denials of the historicity of Jesus. 
The author discusses first the Jewish notions of 
the Messiah in the time of Jesus, and shows that 
the Jews expected a triumphant deliverer and 
ruler, and not a suffering and dying God. Next 
he examines the historical character and value of 
the Synoptic Gospels as a source of information 
about Jesus. Here he finds reliable historical 
materials which he thinks show Jesus to have 
been a historical personality of unique signifi- 
cance. The savings of Jesus recorded in the 
primitive sources of his teaching are found to be, 
in spiritual and ethical content, far superior to 
anything contained in the sources from which 
those who deny Jesus' historicity would draw 
this teaching. The author considers Jesus and 
Paul to have been in essential harmony; in spirit 
they were one. It is also felt that no correct 
interpretation of Paul can allow that he did not 
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firmly believe in the historical Jesus. The testi- 
mony of Josephus is given considerable weight, 
and the testimony of Roman writers and of Jew- 
ish tradition is also estimated. Criticizing the 
position of his opponents, he finds no evidence 
for the existence of a pre-Christian Jesus; nor 
does he think that the Christian doctrine of 
the redeemer is essentially dependent upon the 
figure of a dying and rising Savior in ethnic 
nature cults. The mythological elements which 
his opponents find so abundantly in the Gospels 
are also set aside; and the fact of Jesus as a 
historical character, whose career is, in the 
main, depicted accurately in the Gospels, the 
author believes to be established beyond ques- 
tion. 



The International Critical Commentary. 

"Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Jonah." By 
Hinckley G. Mitchell, D.D., John Merlin 
Powis Smith, Ph.D., and Julius A. Bewer, 
Ph.D. New York: Scribner, 1912. $3.00. 

The series of which this volume forms a unit 
has done good service in standardizing the point 
of view and results of modern scientific Bible- 
study. The volumes already published have 
justified the judgment of those who projected 
the enterprise. The leading scholars of the 
English-speaking world have collaborated in the 
production of a commentary which is abreast 
of modern biblical science. As promised by the 
general editors, each number is interdenomi- 
national and interconfessional, and free from 
polemical and ecclesiastical bias. 

The present volume completes that portion 
of the International Critical Commentary which 
was to have been the work of the late President 
Harper. The twelve minor prophets were 
assigned to President Harper; and his work on 
"Amos and Hosea " stands as a unit in the series. 
The treatment of the ten remaining prophets has 
been divided among several writers. In this 
book, the commentary on Haggai and Zechariah 
is by Dr. Mitchell, of Tufts College; that on 
Malachi is by Dr. Smith, of the University of 
Chicago; and the treatment of Jonah is by Dr. 
Bewer, of Union Theological Seminary. The 
general plan of discussion employed in the earlier 
volumes is followed out; and the book maintains 
the high level of scholarship marked by its 
predecessors in the International series. 



From the Nile to Nebo. A Discussion of the 
Problem and the Route of the Exodus. By 
Franklin E. Hoskins, D.D., Syria Mission, 
Beirut, Syria. Philadelphia: Sunday School 
Times Co., 1912. $3.00. 

The author is among those who are persuaded 
that modern Bible-study revolves around the 
subject of which his book treats. He admits 



that the Hexateuch was compiled from a number 
of documents; and he says that "even the 
ordinary reader must in these days know some- 
thing about P, J, E, D" (pp. 214, 215). His 
own interest in critical scholarship seems to be 
confined to insistence that the Hebrew word 
usually translated "thousands" ought in most 
cases to be rendered "family," which would 
reduce the supposed number of Israelites in the 
Exodus from three millions to "about one 
hundred thousand," and thus make the biblical 
history more credible (chap. 14). 

While few scientific scholars will be out of 
sympathy with efforts to minimize the number 
of Israelites involved in the Exodus, few will 
regard this volume as a real contribution to the 
problem. Dr. Hoskins has given us a book of 
travel which is of considerable interest. His 
eighty-five illustrations are made from photo- 
graphs taken all the way from Egypt, through 
the southern part of the Sinai peninsula, and up 
into Moab. The book will be useful in connec- 
tion with such a work as G. A. Smith's Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land. 



The Name of God in the Pentateuch. A Study 
Intfoductory and Explanatory — of Exodus 
VI. w. i et seq. By Dr. A. Troelstra. Trans- 
lated from the Dutch by Edmund McClure, 
MA. London: Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, 1912. 2s. 

The author describes his task as a re- 
examination of the "base" of biblical criticism. 
The base in question he takes to be the distri- 
bution of the names of God in the Pentateuchal 
documents. It is true that modem criticism 
began with Pentateuchal analysis; but this is a 
historical fact merely. Criticism, with equal 
propriety, might have set out in view of a com- 
parison between the accounts of the Israelite 
conquest of Canaan as found in Joshua and 
Judges respectively; or from the standpoint of a 
comparative examination of Deuteronomy and 
the literary prophets; or from a dozen other 
points of departure. The center of critical 
interest in Old Testament study has now passed 
out of the Pentateuch. The leading scholars 
of today do not have the rigid ideas about the 
distribution of the names "Yahweh" and 
"Elohim" that formerly prevailed in critical 
quarters. So that this book, considered as an 
examination of the "base" of biblical criticism, 
is largely aside from the main question. 



Socialism from the Christian Standpoint. By 
Father Bernard Vaughan, S.J. New York: 
Macmillan, 1912. Pp.389. $1.50. 

The position which Father Vaughan takes 
is that of absolute opposition to socialism. He 
finds only two physicians who claim to have a 
radical cure for the diseases of society: "The 



